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Startling News

When Manrique came to Dianga the King of Arakan was called
Thiri-thu-dhamma, and a cousin of his was Viceroy of Chittagong.
This man died and was succeeded in his appointment by a grandee
whose name Manrique does not record.
Soon after his installation in the viceregal palace, the Portu-
guese Captains decided to call and pay their respects. It was the
custom on such occasions for the Vicar to accompany them and
accordingly Manrique was asked to attend. Dressed in their best
clothes the Captains presented themselves at the gate of Chitta-
gong. Slavers though they were, in costume, in swagger, in punc-
tilio of manner they yielded hi no way to the gallants Pyrard has
described sauntering in Goa. The Viceroy had sent his band to
meet them and an escort of elephants. They were conducted to the
palace in state, royally entertained to dinner, at which His Excel-
lency declared that he looked to them with confidence to continue
their harrying of the territories of the Mughal. The entertain-
ment lasted all night, and included juggling and a ballet. At dawn
the Portuguese returned to Dianga, quite satisfied that the new
Viceroy was all that he should be.
It appears, however, that he had personal reasons for disliking
the Portuguese nation. Manrique states this dislike dated from
thirty years earlier. That was the period when the Portuguese
were more independent than they were now. Between 1600 and
1617 they had had dreams of making and unmaking the rulers of
Mrauk-u. But the Arakanese kings had seen this danger and
taken the precaution to engage additional mercenaries, such as
Japanese, Afghans, and Burmese, and had, moreover, developed
their own fleet. These measures enabled them to keep the Portu-
guese in their place, though on two occasions, after they had
accepted the position of frontiersmen, it had been necessary to
send a force to Dianga and punish them for treachery.
96